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Fear of Most Spiders is Unwarranted; 5th Annual Family Fishing Day
Only a Few Species Pose Any Threat Highlights From June 9
by Sean Hubbard before.” On Tribal Grounds at Veterans Lake
Communications Specialist OSU Often confused with other spiders,

Agricultural Communications Services partially because of the commonality o

Arachnophobia is one of the mostWKH WHUP (¢ GGOHEDFN [PDQ\ SHRSOH DUH XQ-
common fears of people all over thev XUH RI WKH ORFDWLRQ RI WKH (GGOH VKDSH ,W
world. However, much of that fear mayis found on the back of the spider’s head,
be unwarranted as only a dozenor so dfQFOXGLQJ LWV H\HV ZLWK WKH (GGOH KDQGOH
the estimated 50,000 species of spidennning down its back.
pose any real threat to humans. A commonly found spider easily mis-

Tarantulas are quite common in OklaLGHQWL¢HG DV D ¢(GGOHEDFN LV WKH FHOODU
homa and surrounding states, sometimeapider, which has similar markings on its
even kept as pets due to their docile ndack and lives indoors. However, these
ture. These furry-legged spiders burrowpiders are typically found near the eei
underground, where they feaston insect$, QJ ZKLOH ¢(GGOHEDFNV DUH PRUH FRP-
mice, lizards and small frogs. monly found near the ground.

Fear upon seeing a spider is a com- “A cellar spider’s bite is not danger
mon feeling for many Oklahomansous,” Shufran said. “They eat other sp
While there are a couple problem-cauglers, so they are a good friend to have |in
ing species, identifying nonthreateningour house.”
and harmless spiders can help people andAnother spider ally is the wolf spider,
spiders coexist peacefully. The tarantuwhich also is often confused with the
la, for example, while large, fastandvenlL QIDPR XV ¢ GGOHEDFN 37TKH ZROIl VSLGHU
hairy, is harmless to people, said Andrinkves outside and has stripes all over i
Shufran, Insect Adventure coordinatorinERG\ ZKLOH WKH ¢(¢GGOHEDFN RQO\ KDV WKH
Oklahoma State University's Department, GGOH PDUNLQJ RQ LWV KHDG ~ VKH VDLG
of Entomology and Plant Pathology.  “The bite of a wolf spider isn't danger

“While tarantulas have big fangs, theious to anybody and this spider is actually
venom is not dangerous to people,” shgreat to have around your house because
said. “They won't make you sick, they'reit will eat all sorts of other bugs and in-
not going to kill you and they won'’t makesects you don’t want to have.”
your arm rot off.” One of those bugs you do not want t

Tarantulas are quite common in Oklahave around is the dreaded black wid
homa and surrounding states, sometimesv spider. Black widows have no haifr
even kept as pets due to their docile nan their bodies and their abdomens are
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ture. These furry-legged spiders burrowound like a marble. -HVVLFD %XEFNOH\ OHIW DQG 7HJDQ JLQFKHU DUH
underground, where they feast on insects,“They might have stripes or spotstQJ VSRUW AVK RI 2NODKRPD GXULQJ WKH HGXFDV
mice, lizards and small frogs. along their backs, but they'll always have P\ VSRQVRUHG -XQH DW 9HWHUDQV /DNH E\ WKH

Another common spider is the browrthe red hourglass on their stomach,” ShiR ! (QYLURQPHQWDO 6HUYLFHV DQG WKH 2NODKRPL
UHFOXVH RU ¢ GGOHED FKah 34if.L“This nin7aK id \dangetQus to
to avoid light and noise and can be foungeople and you want to stay away from
in dark places such as attics and basé” The venom from a black widow at-
ments feeding on dead insects. tacks the nervous system, but bites are

:KLOH WKH\ UDUHO\ E LWNhHrdfeX&D Quite weat@@Hit takes
back spiders deserve some respect aalaout two weeks for the venom to be
threat because its bite can cause a vergme life threatening if left untreated.
nasty sore. Their venom eats away at the There is another common spider found
skin and forms a painful black sore, bun Oklahoma homes that gets confused
bites are very treatable and there haweith the black widow, but is a far inferi
been no recorded deaths from bites in thoe threat. The jumping spider is all blac
United States for the last 100 years.  and can have red or white spots, but there

“However, only 25 percent of the peoare no markings on the stomach. These
ple who get bitten actually get the sore hairy spiders are quite numerous in our
VDLG 6KXIUDQ 37KLV LMat& bug fpsewditiréato pésple.
der you want to stay away from. While For more information on spiders com
DOPRVW HYHU\ KRPH KimdadhlyfoGrd @ ©EdhéMNa)Visit @iseeta
them, some people have never seen thelwenture.okstate.edu.
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